La Familia
 Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near. (Hebrews 10:24-25, NLT)
	When we are born, we are born into a family that bears the responsibility to feed, nurture, love, protect, comfort, and teach us as we grow to maturity. Even if they do not embrace their responsibilities, or do not succeed in their responsibilities, their responsibilities as family members remain.
Our fathers, mothers, sisters, and brothers all have a part to play in our development and share in that family responsibility. Families are supposed to share a home that protects us from the harsh outside world and provide us with a warm and loving environment. Families eat, laugh, cry, hurt, and forgive together; they live life together. Additionally, our families do not dissolve once we have grown into adulthood. Our roles as family members may change in time, but they never dissolve. We are family, permanently. In much the same way, our Heavenly Father’s family gathers together, protected and sheltered from the outside world. We strengthen, encourage, teach, and admonish one another just as families do, and our responsibilities never dissolve. We are committed to our family, through it all, forever. We are family, permanently.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Some people say, “I can be a Christian and never go to church.” Strictly speaking, I guess that may be true, but to be an obedient Christian you must. You must share. Share in His meal, His life, His death, and His resurrection. Share in the hope of what is to come. Share in the suffering of your brothers and sisters. You must gather with your Heavenly Father’s family to live life and grow together. Live through the ups and downs. Live through the happiness and through the hurts. Live life together as a family, because if you never visit your family you are missing out on us, and we are missing out on you. Come home and let’s live life together, because we are la familia.
