Perseverance
Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. (Romans 5:3-5, NIV)
Chickens are stupid. They will look up when it rains and drown themselves; that’s stupid. Chickens are also cowards. They startle easily and run away from anything that moves. We use the term “chicken” to describe a person’s unwillingness accomplish a goal or task that requires courage and fortitude, but even a stupid cowardly chicken has perseverance.
When a chic is born it is surrounded by a tough exterior that provides nutrients and a safe environment for the baby chic to grow. When the chic has outgrown its environment it pecks at the shell, from the inside out, until the shell breaks. If the baby chic pecks only once and gives up, it dies in the shell. If the shell is removed without the chic pecking at it, the chic dies in the shell. The only way for the baby chic to survive is to peck at the shell, on its own, over and over again until it breaks through, on its own. It has already been given the strength needed to succeed. It just needs to persevere.
The life that God has given us is filled with blessings and beauty, but it is also filled with difficulties that we are to overcome. And let us run with endurance (perseverance) the race God has set before us. We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus… Think of all the hostility he endured from sinful people; then you won’t become weary and give up. (Hebrews 12:1-3, NLT)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Difficulties in this life are seasons that we must go through in order to be strong enough to break through that tough shell and survive outside of it. If we do not go through those difficulties we will not be strong enough to survive- we will die in our own shell. So, let’s be thankful for the difficulties and hardships that God allows in our lives, learn from them, and grow from them. You have already been given the strength to persevere, you just need to do it. If a stupid cowardly baby chic can do it, so can you.
