Water Pump
If we make it our habit to confess our sins, in his faithful righteousness he forgives us for those sins and cleanses us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9, ISV)
	Boats are designed to occupy and navigate throughout the water. They are captained in the calm, as well as violent raging of the most hostile seas. They bear the burdens and survive inclement weather, sudden impacts, and even incompetent navigation, but there is one thing that will sink even the most superior and well captained of sea fairing vessels almost every time. The primary reason that a boat sinks in not poor design, improper navigation, or even turbulent weather; it is water intrusion.
	When Christians willingly live in disobedience to the Lord, they allow the world’s influence to seep into their lives, just as water seeps into a boat. This intrusion may be sudden, or it may be slow, but the damage is always the same: it rusts and rots from the inside out. The water intrusion increases and so does the damage, until the boat becomes so weak, corroded and burdened that, if left untreated and unrepaired, it will sink. It can happen to anyone without even realizing it. Once we may have been dedicated to Jesus and completely surrendered to the will of God in every part of our life, but little by little, the chilling waters of the world crept in, and we allowed it to happen. We became occupied with the things of this world rather than the things of Christ, or we allowed a past hurt to weaken us and tear us open, refusing to heal, leaving us vulnerable to more internal damage. Somehow, we became more concerned with the football game than our God-given family. We became more concerned with a beverage than healthy living as God’s temple. We look into the screens of our phones more than the faces of our children. We became more concerned with our recreational time than with spending our time with our Creator. We felt the sting of a friend and stopped being friendly. The world crept in.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Most ships have a failsafe to guard against this water intrusion as soon as it happens. They have been equipped with pumps that continuously run and pump out any water that may have crept in. In the same way, Christians have been equipped with the pump of confession and repentance that allow God to continually remove the world’s influence, wash us clean, and repair our damage. Don’t allow the waters of this world to creep in and sink you. Keep your water pump running.
