Act Now
So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. (Matthew 5:23-24, ESV)
Every Christian is at war with his own selfishness, pride, ego, and lust (James 4:1). We are bound to lose a battle or two in this war within ourselves, and our failures will certainly hurt others, but our willingness to forgive and to ask for forgiveness must be paramount in our lives.
Only a forgiving heart can please God, and only a forgiven person can truly forgive. Forgiveness comes from Jesus Christ, and Jesus did what the Father’s righteousness alone could not do: become sin. The Father’s righteousness demands penalty for every sin and Jesus took that penalty in order to forgive us and to empower us to forgive others. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:20-21, ESV)
If you have not reconciled with someone that you have wronged, drop what you are doing and ask for forgiveness. Get right with others before you do anything else, because God cares more about your love, kindness, and forgiveness than any of your tithes, offerings, or service that is void of forgiveness (Hosea 6:6, Matthew 5:23-24, 9:13). Act now! Do not wait. You may not have another chance to forgive.
