Act like a Man
Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. (1 Corinthians 16:13, ESV)
	If you ask most men the question, “What does it mean to be a man?” they will most likely give you a long list of attributes associated with their idea of a proper male figure. The most common of these attributes include protector, provider, responsible, honest, honorable, loyal, and courageous. While these are great attributes of a man, the most important of any attributes seems to be left off the list: spiritual leader.
A spiritual leader is a servant-leader. A man’s calling is to model and exemplify the example given to us by God the Father. We are in a position of authority and our authority calls for our obedience to God, accountability to other men, and to sacrifice for others. That really is what it boils down to: obedience, accountability, and sacrifice.
Obedience: Real men obey Gods commands (Deuteronomy 6:7,18, John 14,15,21,23) Real men are obedient to the Word of God and teach it to our women and children. We do not compromise or discount any of it, nor do we leave things out. We apply every letter to our lives. We don’t just talk about it, we live it.
Accountability: Men hold each other accountable for their attitudes and actions, especially when it hurts.  Iron sharpens iron, So one man sharpens another. (Proverbs 27:17, NAS) Real men surround themselves with other godly men: Walk with the wise and become wise; associate with fools and get in trouble. (Proverbs 13:20, NLT) Remember, accountability is more than just calling someone on the carpet; it’s also being the example that walks on the carpet with them. We are to be mentors and role models to young men who are still learning what it means to be a man and to provide encouragement to each other.
Sacrifice: True love only comes in the form of sacrifice. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8, NIV) Real men are not self-serving but self-giving. We are responsible for the souls of our children and our wives and are commanded to sacrifice everything, up to the cost of our lives, to bring them to Christ. We do not give up or quit when it gets tough. We persevere and fight to our last breath. We are courageous. We do not allow our families to live in filth, we lead them in faith. We wash them in righteousness, no matter the cost. 
We are men. Understand and respect the position God has given you as a man. Be obedient to God. Be accountable to other men. Sacrifice for your family. Be a spiritual leader. Act like a man.
