Amazing Grace
What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? (Romans 6:1-2, ESV)
Many people have the wrong idea of grace. Some embrace it entirely and use it as an excuse to continue in their sinful lifestyle, while others almost disregard it completely in an attempt to live according to a list of dos and don’ts. This lends itself to a significant question: When one comes to Christ and partakes of the grace that is imputed through His ultimate sacrifice, does sin suddenly become no big deal? Does the cross of Christ give us carte blanche to live a sinful lifestyle? Absolutely not! It is impossible for us to remain in a sinful lifestyle if we are regenerated and born again. No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains in them; they cannot go on sinning, because they have been born of God. (1 John 3:9, NIV) So, how do we live a life free from impossible pharisaical ceremonies of “religion” while guarding against the complete casting off of all moral restraint? To answer that question, we must look at how grace impacts the believer in light of the Law of God.
In the book of Romans, Paul reiterated what Jesus had taught: the Law shows that God wants holiness, and it is grace that gives us the desire and the ability to be holy. There is no conflict between grace and the Law. Christ fulfilled the Law and He gives us the power of the Holy Spirit, who motivates us to live in obedience to Him. Remember, a grace that has the power to save also has the power to motivate a sinful heart toward godliness. It is that simple.
We are saved, as a gift by His grace through faith in Jesus Christ. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. (Ephesians 2:8-10, NIV) Keeping the Law cannot save anyone. In fact, those who claim righteousness on the basis of their keeping of the Law only think they’re keeping the Law. For the person who keeps all of the laws except one is as guilty as a person who has broken all of God's laws. (James 2:10, NLT) The purpose of the Law was to bring us to Christ- to show us that we are in desperate need of a Savior. Once we come to Christ and accept His grace, He actually begins to glorify Himself through our good works which are a product of His grace in our life. Good works always follow salvation, they never precede it.
Conflict will arise between grace and the Law every time someone misunderstands the purpose of the Law, or when someone attempts to redefine grace as anything other than, “God’s benevolence on the undeserving- completely unmerited favor.” When the Holy Spirit guides us, we discover the beauty of a grace that produces good works. God desires us to be holy and He gives us the grace to do so, through Him. Where there is impulse to be godly there is saving faith. That is what is so amazing: grace.
