As Good As It Gets
 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. (Romans 8:18-21, ESV)
	Not to put too fine a point on it, but sometimes life just kind of sucks. Our time from birth until death can be marked with so much pain and suffering that we may lose sight of the freedom we have in Jesus, but rest assured its coming, and it’ll only get better.
We can easily forget about the joy and the hope that we have in life when it is mixed with so much pain. The pain that follows the loss of loved ones, a rebellious child, even the torturous violence that our brothers and sisters face in other parts of the world for professing their faith in Christ. But, even in the midst of all our pain, we should be encouraged. Because Jesus has already overcome every hardship we will face and there is nothing that can take away the love of Christ.  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:37-39, ESV)
For the person that does not know Jesus, this life is as good as it gets. All the suffering, all the pain, heartache, loss, emptiness- this is as good as it will ever be. But for a follower of Jesus, this present life is only painful for a short time. All of the suffering, the pain, heartache, loss, and emptiness- this is as bad as it will ever be. Do not allow the trials of this life cloud your view of what is to come. Our eternity will be free from every pain, trouble, and tear (Revelation 21:1-4) and it only comes through the Son of God, Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12). And that is as good as anything could ever get.
