Bad Breath
And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.” (Mark 11:25, NIV)
Do you know any “close-talkers?” These are people that can’t seem to keep a comfortable distance, or “bubble,” around themselves when they speak to others. They stand so close you can tell what they had for breakfast and whether or not they brushed their teeth that morning. When I am speaking with a close-talker and they have bad breath, I immediately stop listening to them no matter what the conversation may be about. I can’t concentrate on what they are saying because their breath smells so bad. Praying to God with an unrepentant heart is like close-talking with bad breath; regardless of what you are saying, you stink.
Our unforgiveness greatly affects our relationship with God. If we refuse to forgive others for their sins, God will refuse to forgive us for our sins (Matthew 6:15, 18:21-35). So who takes the first step in forgiveness? The more spiritually mature always takes the first step. Jesus asked the Father to forgive the very people that were murdering Him while they were still fighting over his clothes (Luke 23:34). The more spiritually mature always takes the lead. It’s your responsibility to make the first move, and until that happens you just stink. 
We are commanded to forgive the excusable in others because Jesus has forgiven the inexcusable in us. Do not wait to forgive. If someone has wronged you do not wait until they ask for forgiveness. Just let go of the pain and bitterness and forgive them. Easier said than done, I know, but it can be done with Christ’s help.
