Be a Dad
But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. (1 Timothy 5:8, ESV)
	Frankly, this generation just doesn’t know what it means to be a man. Instead of learning what manhood is and embracing it, millions of men are becoming addicts of entertainment, pornography, drugs and alcohol, and video games. They want the privileges and honor of a man and the responsibility and moral requirements of a mere boy. But boys cannot lead a family, they cannot be honored as men of God, and they cannot be godly dads.
	Before the industrial revolution, boys learned what it meant to be a man while working alongside their father. They learned the value of a promise and of a handshake. They learned the satisfaction of a hard day’s work and of the rewards that follow. They learned that a man must sacrifice for his family and they learned of the honor and respect that accompanies a man’s responsibility. But in the 1800’s factory work took men away from their homes. The family’s first line of defense against the world had been taken from the family in the name of provision. While dad’s influence was removed from the home the world’s influence quickly filled the void. 
Today, televisions turn on and fill the minds of our children with examples of incompetent, unintelligent, abusive, homosexual, and even completely absent fathers. The vast majority of prisoners, drug abusers, dropouts, runaways, and rapists all have one thing in common: they come from homes with either an absent or abusive father. And statistics say that kids are twenty times more likely to end up in prison if their dad is not involved in their lives. That’s the monumental influence a father has on his children.
Today, by the time most men get home from work they are typically too tired to play, teach, and fully engage with their family. Men spend more time working an additional shift, watching television, surfing the internet, or playing video games than engaged in meaningful conversation with their children. Meals are eaten with their television rather than with their family. Men spend their time entertaining themselves rather than teaching their boys how to become men of God. They just do not realize the importance of their spiritual direction and leadership.
The word “father” means founder, source, chief, or leader. That means you are the founder, source, chief, and leader of your family. Your leadership will determine their direction. Your God-given duty, as a man, is to direct your family to Jesus Christ. Our children learn their identity from us and it’s our job to keep our children from having to learn the lessons of life the hard way. So put your phone down. Turn off the television, the computer, and the X-Box. Play with your kids. Laugh with them. Read to them. Pray with them. Teach them. Be a man and do your job. Be a dad.
