Best Laid Plans
Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”— yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” (James 4:13-15, ESV)
Things in life never seem to go according to our plans. We may plan a trip for the family, only to have the car break down, lose the keys, run out of gas, and hit every single red light from here to there. Plans blow up in our face, but sometimes these unforeseen circumstances may provide comforting and lasting impressions that we will carry with us for the rest of our lives.
Later in life you may find that you could not have imagined living the rest of your days without the lasting memories of that disastrous trip. The trip when the car broke down and everyone had to get out and push for two miles and stay at that rinky-dink motel overnight sharing a bed. You played board games and told stories and remembered how to have fun together. The LORD brought you and your family through a set of ruined plans and frustrating circumstances, with obstacles to overcome at every turn, and the end result is a memory of togetherness that will be imprinted on all of your hearts for the rest of your lives.
God’s plans may seem to be difficult, frustrating, or even unfair at times, but we know that regardless of what we are going through our Father has planned it out perfectly to eventually benefit us (Romans 8:28). If we knew what He knows we wouldn’t have planned it any other way.
