Blind Spots
If one of my followers sins against you, go and point out what was wrong. But do it in private, just between the two of you. If that person listens, you have won back a follower. But if that one refuses to listen, take along one or two others. The Scriptures teach that every complaint must be proven true by two or more witnesses. If the follower refuses to listen to them, report the matter to the church. Anyone who refuses to listen to the church must be treated like an unbeliever or a tax collector. (Matthew 18:15-17, CEV)
	We all have blind spots. These blind spots are areas in our lives that do not fully embrace, or at times may even contradict our morals and values as Christians. Most of the time we are ignorant to these blind spots, as is the case with many new believers, but they must be discovered and adjusted so that we may live our lives according to the will of God.
	It is not always easy to see our own blind spots, but others see our lives from a different perspective and are able to see our blind spots quite easily. When these blind spots are pointed out to us, we tend to have a hard time owning those areas of improvement. Our sinful nature instinctively recognizes and embraces that which will increase our feelings of self-worth and our overinflated view of self-righteousness, not reduce it. Left to ourselves we will ignore, excuse, and even refute our blind spots if they are not pointed out to us with love and compassion from our brothers.
Reflecting on experience is also vital to discovering blind spots. These blind spots are almost always recognized in hindsight. By then, though, it is usually too late. The damage has been done. A marriage or friendship may have been damaged or lost all together. In the worst of cases the non-believer’s view of Christian hypocrisy has been confirmed and they reject Christ because of us. In the heat of the moment our blind spots can be invisible and camouflage themselves into many other things, so it is important to continually remind ourselves that we are representatives of Christ and take inventory of our actions and attitudes and the intent behind them.
Earnest study of the Bible, regular church attendance, heartfelt worship, or even charitable intentions to our fellow man does not prevent this kind of blindness in us. Only an open heart to correction and a willingness to face our deficiencies candidly will enable us to embrace correction. One more thing, only a truly humble spirit that is intent on glorifying God can correct someone else’s blind spot. So, sure that you are not looking past your own blind spot when pointing out another’s (Matthew 7:1-6).
