Breaking Ground
Sow yourselves righteousness, reap the fruit of unfailing love, and break up your unplowed ground; for it is time to seek the LORD, until He comes and showers righteousness upon you. (Hosea 10:12, NIV)
	Healthy and fertile soil is soft, easily cultivated, and purposefully used. It is rich in nutrients, contains life giving water, and consistently gives of itself for the growth of all kinds of life giving activities around it. But none of the benefits of good soil can be had without first plowing up and tilling the dry, hard, and unhealthy ground. Given the right environmental conditions, almost any kind of plant life may be placed into good soil and bear good fruit. The soil will become the very foundation upon which the plant roots will take hold and firmly grasp- the base from which to draw life. The ground can become the fundamental reason for the success of plant life, but it may also become the reason why it withers and dies.
The very purpose soil was created was to be tilled so it may absorb water and give of itself to everything around it; it is the vehicle in which water may hold together the fragile ecosystem around it. The rejection of water, however, becomes the reason that there is no life. If good soil is not used as it has been purposed, it becomes hard and unhealthy. When it is not tilled, broken, and torn apart, season after season, it is unable to absorb life-giving water and nutrients, rendering the soil completely useless. When the ground is in this condition water will simply travel across the stubborn hardened surface until it finds an area to settle where it is accepted- somewhere it is wanted.
	We can become hard, dry, and brittle like untilled soil. We can refuse to be tilled. We can refuse water and refuse to grow and give of ourselves to others around us, but that refusal comes at a cost. Refusal means we will not be refreshed by showers of joy and we will not reap the fruit of God’s unfailing love. Is your heart in need of a little tilling? Have you been so hard and dry that everything around you dies? Seek the LORD! Desire Him! Allow Him to till you up and soften you up. Allow Him to refresh you and send the rain. Then He will bring new life to you and to those around you and shower you with righteousness. Let God break some ground in you.
