Bullets
I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word they speak (Matthew 12:36, ESV)
	One of the most important lessons we learn in the military and in law enforcement is to respect the destructive power of every bullet. A bullets incredible power can destroy lives, but they can save lives too. They are not good or evil. They are simply tools to be used for good or evil, but they do have serious and lasting consequences.
Occasionally, you may encounter situations in which you have to draw down and point your weapon at someone else. The threat on the other end of your weapon may literally be inches away from life or death and you must make a choice. If you pull the trigger, one end of that bullet will explode and fly out of your weapon faster than you can blink. It will tear through the person in front of you, never to return. The damage caused from one bullet can destroy a life. Not only that, but that one bullet could destroy your life as well. For the rest of your life you will carry the vision of that bullet killing another human. That one bullet may have removed the immediate threat, but it will also remove someone’s father, husband, brother, or son. Even if you are justified in pulling the trigger, your decision to use that one bullet, just one time, will tragically and permanently affect the lives of countless others.
Words are like bullets. They also have incredible power that can be used for good or evil. And, once you let them go, you can never take them back. Words that are let loose from a careless mouth may have disastrous consequences and leave an unforeseen impact. I hate when I let my emotions get the best of me and I run my mouth. Sometimes, if I am not careful, I will let a careless word fly out of my mouth and one of those words just may tear through someone. One word of mine may rip into someone’s heart and tear it to pieces. My relationship with them will never be the same. I’ve destroyed them.
Remember, words are powerful. They can be used for good and bad, but you will own the outcome. The tongue can bring death or life; those who love to talk will reap the consequences. (Proverbs 18:21, NLT) You can’t take back a bullet or a word once you fire it off. You’ll have to answer for each one of them someday.
