Bumpers
“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. (Matthew 18:15, ESV)
I am an awful bowler. Even as a kid I was absolutely talentless when it came to bowling. My problem was never strength or control. I could pick up any weighed ball and control it through the swing of my arm. The problem I had was lack of proper direction. I could have been much more successful in my bowling adventures had I used those “bumpers” that everyone makes fun of. They help the bowler succeed by absorbing the impact of a bowling ball that is off course and redirect it back into the bowling lane- they keep the ball from rolling into the gutter. One of the things Jesus implemented within His church was bumpers. He instructs us to serve as rails that keep each other out of the gutter.
	God gave us His Church: a loving family that loves and cares for one another and lives life together. It is filled with brothers, sisters, fathers, mothers, aunts, and uncles from all different walks of life and of varying ages. Our Church Family comforts us in our sorrows, rejoices with us in our joy, and rebukes us when we veer off course. Just as our heavenly Father rebukes us when we make mistakes, we are to rebuke each other in a loving gentle manner. Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent. (Revelation 3:19, NIV) My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline, and do not resent his rebuke, because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in. (Proverbs 3:11-12, NIV) And when our brothers and sisters repent, we must forgive them, each and every time. “If your brother or sister sins against you, rebuke them; and if they repent, forgive them. Even if they sin against you seven times in a day and seven times come back to you saying ‘I repent,’ you must forgive them.” (Luke 17:3-4, NIV)
Things that cause us to stumble are bound to come (Luke 17:1), but God has placed bumpers in our lives to keep us safe from dangers and to give us proper direction. He gives us guidelines to follow and people to bump us, so that we can stay safe in our lanes and live a full and happy life that glorifies the Lord. Don’t be discouraged if you get bumped. We are family and a family needs bumpers to stay in our lane.
