Buried Talent
To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. (Matthew 25:15, 29, ESV)
	Although this passage is specifically about money (a “talent” was a unit of money worth around twenty years wages), the teaching principle in this text is the same for as a person’s individual gifts, or talents. So, what are your talents? Some guys are athletic and some are good with numbers. Some guys are very personable and charming, while others are introverts and are not as socially adept. Regardless of how much talent you possess, or are lacking, what matters most is what you do with your talent(s).
In Matthew 25, Jesus tells a parable of three servants. All three of these servants belong to the same master and have all been given the same instructions: take care of their master’s things while he is gone. All three servants have also been given differing amounts of “talents” (remember, one talent was worth approximately twenty years of wages). One was given five talents, one was given two, and one was given a single talent. The master knew his servants and distributed talents according to their abilities. Their goal is to increase what they have been given and please their master. The first two pleased their master, but the other servant squandered his talent and buried it. He was cast out of the master’s presence and what little he was given was taken from him and given to another. He had a bad day.
There are three things that most interest me about this parable: 
1) Each man was rewarded equally. Both the five-talent man and the two-talent man were rewarded equally, and the one-talent man would have also been equally rewarded had he done something with his talent, but he did nothing but burry it and give it back.
2) None of the men were compared to each other. They were only judged by what each of them had done with what was given to them.
3) The man that failed his master never really knew him. Unlike the other men, he had the wrong impression of his master and was scared of him. …‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ (Matthew 25:24-25, ESV)
Our Master knows us well and He has given us everything that we need to be successful for Him and earn His praise. We are to use what the Lord has given us in order to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ until our He returns. We have no excuse. Use it or lose it, because having little to work with is never an excuse for doing little work. It’s just burying talent.
