But, I Love You Anyway
I, the Lord, said to Israel: You have become weary, but not from worshiping me. You have not honored me by sacrificing sheep or other animals. And I have not burdened you with demands for sacrifices or sweet-smelling incense. You have not brought delicious spices for me or given me the best part of your sacrificed animals. Instead, you burden me down with your terrible sins. But I wipe away your sins because of who I am. And so, I will forget the wrongs you have done. (Isaiah 43:22-25, CEV)
Some time ago I hear a story of a young couple that just could not stop fighting. They fought about the kids, money, bills, the car, work, laundry, dishes, intimacy, and just about everything else a couple could fight about. One day they went to a counselor and presented their troubles to him. He gave them each a blank legal pad of paper and a pencil, along with instructions to write down every single bothersome thing about each other. In an instant they both started writing. After only a few minutes the wife looked over her shoulder at her husband and noticed that he was adding to what he had just written down. This infuriated her. She thought, “Not only is he writing down all of my flaws, but he is even worried about punctuation and grammar!” This made her concentrate even harder to remember every single perceived slight and flaw of her husband. After she finally put her pencil down, along with five pages of complaints, the counselor instructed them to exchange their lists.
The husband began to read his wife’s list, which consisted of all sorts of complaints like his modest income, failure to fulfill her needs, letting the lawn grow too long, and leaving his socks on the ground. Simultaneously, the wife began reading her husband’s list. Written on his list were his wife’s constant complaints about her life, ungratefulness, resentment, bitterness, disrespectful attitude, and refusal to apologize. But after every single entry, ended with the words, “But, I love you anyway.”
We all have a long list of our own faults and failures on God’s list, but He has forgiven them all. He blots them out and forgets them forever when we come to faith in Jesus Christ and trust Him with our whole heart. If God has done this for us, shouldn’t we forgive the wrongs of others on our list? The next time you start to write down a list, write the words, “but, I love you anyway.”
