Clean Vessels
You are to be holy to me because I, the LORD, am holy, and I have set you apart from the nations to be my own. (Leviticus 20:26, NIV)
If you were going to pour a glass of your favorite beverage would you pour it into a dirty glass? Of course not. You would pour it into your favorite, pristine, squeaky-clean glass that was ready to be used. The glass that is set apart from all the rest. You may keep this glass in a curio, a china hutch, or a particular spot in the cupboard, but it’s different. It may be reserved for special occasions or it may be used regularly for everything, but it is set apart and it’s special to you. Now, if that glass of yours were dirty, you would thoroughly clean it before you poured your beverage. No floaties in your glass. Both inside and out, your glass is clean and presentable. You probably would not use a glass that couldn’t stay clean- the one that stubbornly holds onto those dingy brown stains, because it would pollute your favorite drink and give it a gross aftertaste. Similarly, God will not use a vessel that refuses to be cleansed and ready for the power of His Holy Spirit to be poured. If we are to be filled with the Holy Spirit and be used in a powerful way, we must ask God to continually cleanse us (1 John 1:9).
God sets opportunities in front of us every day that may or may not be used in our sanctification. It is through our daily personal choices and challenges that God uses to sanctify us. To be “sanctified” means to be set apart, consecrated, declared holy, legitimate, free from sin, purified. We are saved from the penalty of sin, justified, and purified through the blood of Christ, but our sanctification is a gradual process. It’s a choice to live clean, striving to conform to the pattern of Jesus Christ every day (Romans 8:29).
I do not believe that while we are in this sinful flesh, we will be made completely sanctified, however, we are commanded to try (Leviticus 11: 44-45, 19:2, 20:7, 1 Peter 1:16). It is Christ’s sacrifice that sets us apart and it is our willingness to allow God to clean us that allows His power to be displayed in our lives. Let’s be sanctified for Him. Let’s be set apart from all the rest. Let’s be clean vessels.
