Committed Husbands
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. (Ephesians 5:25-28, NIV)
As husbands we have a God-given responsibility to lovingly lead our wives to Jesus Christ with honor, no matter the cost, and to commit ourselves fully to our wives in the covenant of marriage. We are to love our wives as Christ loved the church; to sacrifice for her. Unfortunately our society seems to have forgotten the value of our God-instituted marriage.
“I do… until I don’t,” is what marriages have been reduced to now days. The list of conditions that we place our covenant is growing exponentially and there is little to no commitment. But our commitment in a marriage is not to our wives alone, but also to God. Remember: a marriage is a covenant (unbreakable promise) between one man, one woman, and God. It has not been created by man but by God Himself, and it is the glue that connects dads with their children and directly reflects the commitment level of our Heavenly Father.
A divorce will rip a family apart like nothing else. I am not saying there is no room for understanding, compassion and forgiveness when one has been through a divorce. There most certainly is. A divorce is absolutely heartbreaking to go through for every single person involved, and as a church we must comfort our brothers and sisters through their heartache. I am speaking to the acceptance of this lack of commitment in general and the complete disregard for the sacrament of marriage that seems so prevalent today.
In generations past couples were much more likely to stay together and work through their differences for the sake of their kids, but this generation divorces at the first sign of adversity. Our society convinces itself that kids are better off if their unhappy parents get a divorce; this is simply not true and it is extremely selfish. The best thing for children to see, regardless of their age, is for parents to humble themselves, repent of their selfishness, forgive each other, and re-commit themselves to their marriage. Millions of innocent kids are forced to pay the price of their parents’ pride and selfishness every year. Real men make commitments and follow through with them as husbands.
Adam did not leave his wife, even when she failed him. Eve didn’t leave her husband, even when he failed to properly lead and protect her. Christ does not give up on us when we cheat on Him, disrespect Him, avoid Him, and misuse Him. He forgives us. We need to be men who cry out to God for help in loving and forgiving each other rather than giving up in difficult times. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate. (Mark 10:9, ESV)
