Compromises
Joyful are people of integrity, who follow the instructions of the Lord. Joyful are those who obey his laws and search for him with all their hearts. They do not compromise with evil, and they walk only in his paths. (Psalm 119:1-3, NLT)
	Following instructions according to a recipe for brownies makes for a good brownie. Just the right amount of this and that, mixed together and cooked according to the recipe, equals soft and delicious warm and gooey brownies. But what would happen if you compromise the recipe?
	Two teen brothers asked their father to go to a very popular “R” rated movie with their friends. The movie was well-known for its fantastic special effects and Hollywood actors, the plot was thick and rich with action, mystery and suspense, and there was even a “redemptive story” where the bad guy changes his ways. But there was a catch: it was full of nudity and vulgarity. The boys told their father that they were solid in their faith and that, although the movie was not perfect, there were enough good parts that outweigh the bad and the negative influences really were not a big deal anyhow. The father smiled and told his sons that they would have his answer by tomorrow afternoon when they came home from school. The following afternoon when the boys came home from school, their father sat them down in the living room and brought them a plate of freshly baked brownies. They were warm and looked like perfectly cooked brownies you would see on a magazine. The boys immediately reached for the brownies, but just before they bit into them the father said, “Before you eat those, I want to tell you what’s in them. I made them just like the recipe calls for, but I made a small compromise. The brownies have everything needed to make a great brownie, but I added a special ingredient to give it a distinct flavor. The boys stopped dead in their tracks. The oldest asked, “What- what did you put in the brownies, dad?” The father smiled widely and nonchalantly said, “Just a little dog poop. But there are enough good ingredients that outweigh the little bit of poop. It really isn’t a big deal.”
	The Lord has designed parameters around our lives like one would craft a recipe. He knows what makes a happy and holy life and has given us a recipe to follow. Don’t compromise with evil. Don’t add sin to the recipe. Don’t eat poop.
