Contrast
And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. (1 Thessalonians 1:6-8, ESV)
	The word “Christian” originated at Antioch in the first century and actually began as a derogatory term in reference to the followers of Jesus Christ. But, before they were called Christian, followers of Jesus were simply referred to as “People of The Way.” Eventually, the term “Christian” became affectionately adopted by its name bearers and these People of the Way would make a monumental cultural impact as they continued to live their lives in direct contrast to the wicked society in which they lived.
The Greco-Roman culture (which the first century Christians were submerged within) did not place great value on human life. This society said only the strong should survive. Only the most physically attractive and esthetically pleasing were valuable enough to live. Offspring in this culture were either heirs to a name or birthing vessels, not children. Physically deformed children would be tossed out into the streets like trash. It was quite common for a newborn Roman baby to be placed outside in the cold overnight in order to evaluate his potential worth as a male heir to his father’s name. If he survived he was worthy of additional training and the right to become an heir. In this culture, life was cheap, but Christians valued life and believed that every life is priceless. Christians frequently found these outcast children dying outside from exposure and brought them into their homes to love and to raise as their own. They adopted the outcasts as sons and daughters in the same way that God has adopted us: outcasts, who’ve become adopted as sons and daughters of God through Jesus Christ.
The world accuses and condemns, Jesus justifies and redeems. Society says take, Jesus tells us to give. The world tells us to serve ourself, Jesus tells us to serve others. The world says exalt yourself, Jesus tells us to humble yourself. The world tells us to find a new wife if the one God has given us doesn’t meet our expectations, Jesus tells us to die for her. Live as a follower of the way. Be an example of Christ. Live a life that is worthy of being called a Christian. Live in contrast.
