Dog Tags
Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted him. (2 Timothy 2:3-4, ESV)
	Everyone who has served in the military has been issued a set of dog tags, which are used primarily as a means of identifying the dead and wounded. But to an honorable man, dog tags are more than just a means to identify the dead. They are earned. They are badge of honor. They are a symbol of accomplishment. They tell everyone that you belong to someone, somewhere. You belong.
These identification tags received their informal name of dog tag because of their resemblance to K-9 identification tags. They also carry vital information about you- information that is used to determine where you need to go when you die- to whom you are entrusted. Dog tags also provide a sense of security in times of need. It is not an uncommon sight to see a soldier grab for his tags in the cold, in the wind and rain, or when you are huddled together around a small fire just trying to get warm. Even if you’ve been stripped of everything, you still have your dog tags.
	Whether you are a veteran, currently serving, or even if you have never and will never serve the United States Armed Forces, we have all been enlisted in the Lord’s Army. We are all soldiers of Christ and have been issued our own dog tags. And those tags are permanent. The inscription on these tags has nothing to do with a social security number or D.O.B. There is no eye color, blood type, or hair color. The only description on these tags is “Faithful” and “True.” The only name you will see is JESUS. He is who we grab for in the wind and rain. He is our security when we need hope. He is our accomplishment. He is our badge of honor. We belong to Christ. Jesus is our Commanding Officer and the only One we aim to please. We are not an army of one; we are an army for One.
