Eggs, Carrots, and Coffee
But I thank God, who always leads us in victory because of Christ. Wherever we go, God uses us to make clear what it means to know Christ. It's like a fragrance that fills the air. (2 Corinthians 2:14, GW)
	A young man was going through some extremely difficult times in his life. He was beginning to have many doubts about everything, including his faith. He was even wondering if he could continue living in this broken and fractured sin-filled world. The young man struggled through his embarrassment and finally asked his father for advice.
The young man’s father brought him into the kitchen, filled three pots with water and placed the pots on the stove. Inside the first pot he placed an egg, inside the second pot he placed a carrot, and inside the third he placed one single coffee bean. The father ignited the burners under each pot and kept the pots exposed to the flames until the water began to boil. After only a few minutes the father pulled the egg out of the pot, placed it in his son’s hand and asked, “What has changed?” The son replied, “It was soft inside and is now hard.” Next, the father removed the carrot and placed it in his son’s hand. He asked, “What has changed?” The son replied, “It was firm and is now soft.” Lastly, the father poured some of the water from the pot containing the coffee bean into a cup and asked, “What has changed?” The son replied, “The coffee bean has changed the water around it into coffee.” The father said, “And so it is with us. We must never allow our hearts to become as hard as this egg or allow our courage to fall apart as this carrot. We must be the coffee bean that changes the environment around us.”
	As we progress through our Christian walk, we are guaranteed to face extreme conditions that will turn up the heat and test us. Don’t allow the circumstances of your life and your environment to make you too hard or too soft. When the heat gets turned up in our life we have the opportunity to release the aroma of Christ to others around us- to fill the air with the sweet smell of our Savior’s love. We may even completely change our environment. Be the bean.
