Eighteen Inches
If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. (Romans 10:9-10, NIV)
	What keeps a person from going to heaven? We know that it is not a particular sin, because we all fall short of “good enough.” (Ecclesiastes 7:20, Romans 3:10, 3:23, 1 John 1:8) And we know it’s not an ethnicity, nationality, race, social status, or sex. (Galatians 3:28) So it must be a belief that saves you, right? We certainly hear a lot of well-intentioned sermons or books that emphasize the necessity of believing in Jesus Christ. But maybe we neglect to explain in depth the meaning of “belief.”
While in the Roman colony of Philippi, Paul and Silas were preaching the gospel. They were thrown into prison where they met a Roman guard who asked what he must I do to be saved (Acts 16:30). They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household,” (Acts 16:31, NIV). We see a great example of this belief in action a few verses before Paul’s imprisonment. Paul and Silas meet a woman named Lydia. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message (Acts 16:14). This is the belief that originates from within your heart, not from within your head. The Lord opens our hard hearts to receive His message, we respond, He saves us and changes us. It’s that simple. “For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified,” (Romans 10:10, NIV). These are the words that bring us great comfort and assurance of our salvation if we truly have a heart of belief in Jesus Christ. It’s not enough to intellectually or rationally believe in Jesus. Even Satan and the demons “believe” and know Jesus is Lord (James 2:19). You must believe it in your heart. It must be open and receive the Gospel.
On average, our head is about eighteen inches from our heart, but the eternal separation between them could be immeasurable. The difference between heaven and hell can literally be eighteen inches.
