Father’s Day
I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy hands without anger or quarreling. (1 Timothy 2:8, ESV)
If you want to get to know a man, all you need to do is get him to start talking about his father. From our fathers we learn what it means to be a man. From our fathers we learn acceptance or rejection, humility or pride, gentleness or abrasiveness, integrity or deception, courage or fear. Our father’s hands are either hands that help and heal or are hands of hurt and heartache. We pattern ourselves after the prominent male figure of our lives because that is the way God has designed the family. There is no greater honor, and no greater responsibility, on this earth than to be a godly father. It is one of the most difficult tasks in this life, but it is the honor, the responsibility, and the growth through difficulties that are the rewards of being a godly father.
Fathers are honored to reflect the image of our Heavenly Father, lead our families, and to be included in the creation of human life, but are we really treating fatherhood as the honor and the privilege that we should? We must also understand fatherhood as a permanent duty. It is a calling that we can’t just quit because it gets tough. We are called to protect (1 Tim 6:20), provide (1 Timothy 5:8), take responsibility (Galatians 6:5), teach (Deuteronomy 6:6-7, Proverbs 22:6), father the fatherless (James 1:27), serve with sacrifice (Ephesians 5:2), and bring our family to the cross of Jesus Christ (Joshua 24:15). This is your permanent calling and duty as a man. It is set in stone.
Honor your Heavenly Father and godly fathers everywhere by leading your family to the cross of Christ every day. If you have been given the privilege to represent, or re-present, our Heavenly Father, please ensure that you are representing the right image. Because God calls every man to be a father that bears His image. Every day is father’s day.
