Final Grade
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. (2 Corinthians 5:10, ESV)
	Growing up, no doubt you have heard a teacher unexpectedly inform their entire class that everyone would be participating in an unannounced test, or “pop quiz,” in which you are tested on the last few weeks or months of school. In that moment, you probably found yourself wishing you had paid more attention to the teacher. Even the coolest kid in class begins to show signs of nervousness. Then, to make matters even worse, the teacher explains that the tests will be graded and then posted for everyone to see. Even a passing grade will be shown to everyone and reflect either diligent study or their laziness. No one will be able to hide their grade.
	Many Christians think that this life is strictly a “pass or fail” test and nothing more, but they are mistaken. It is true that in the test of this life we “pass” by accepting Jesus Christ as our Savior or “fail” by rejecting Him and suffer the eternal consequences. But there is more to our grade than that. Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:10 and Romans 14:10-12 that we who follow Jesus will give an account to Jesus for everything done in this life. Make no mistake about it, class is in session and we will answer to our Savior for our misdeeds, but He will also reward us for our faithfulness to Him and the deeds done for Him (Ephesians 2:10). Jesus bought us with His blood and we are answerable to Him for every thought, action, attitude, and for every single second of our lives. We are His name brand and we must represent Him well.
Living a life according to biblical principles is challenging but it is also rewarding, both in this life and the one to come. God gives us the opportunity to come to Him, to know Him, to learn from Him, to find comfort in Him, to point the world to Him, and to stand in front of Him one day to receive our final grade. Hopefully we have been paying attention in class.
