Fire Insurance
What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? (Romans 6:1-2, ESV)
Many churches do not like to talk about sin. It’s uncomfortable and convicting, but as a result of this silence about sin many people have the wrong idea about confession, repentance, and what it really means to be “saved.” There are some that see the Christian faith as some sort of “fire insurance,” which saves them from the punishment of sin, but continue to live in their sinful lifestyle. This is not to say that we will not make mistakes and sin. I am speaking of the refusal to repent and willfully living a sinful lifestyle. Perhaps they may have even felt sorrow for things that they have done, but they have never actually changed their mind and sinful behavior. They want forgiveness for the very sins that they continue living in and refuse to discontinue. Sorry to put it so bluntly, but those in this category have not received forgiveness for their sins and are not saved from damnation. Unfortunately, they have the wrong idea of following Christ, and the church bears some of the blame for allowing them to have the wrong idea. When we come to Christ, He forgives our sins when we confess them and repent of them.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9, ESV) There are three essential factors to consider here: confession, repentance, and forgiveness.
Confession: To confess simply means to agree. You are literally agreeing with God that you are a sinner, cannot save yourself, and need Jesus Christ to save you.
Repentance: Repentance is not simply feeling sorry for your sins. It means to completely change your mind and actions. It is when you are walking in the wrong direction, decide to stop, turn around and take a step in the right direction. (Psalm 119:128, Job 42:5-6, 2 Corinthians 7:10) It is walking with God as a friend in a personal relationship “in the light” every day of your life (1 John 1:6-7, NIV). Repentance is an active everyday decision- a lifestyle. It’s not one and done.
Forgiveness: Jesus Christ is the complete propitiation (all-covering atonement) for all sin. He gives us grace and we love Him for it. And that grace actually motivates us to reject sin. For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. (Hebrews 10:26-27, ESV)
	If you read this and your conscience is hurting-if the Holy Spirit is convicting you of anything that needs to be made right-then make it right. Confess, repent, and find forgiveness, cause there’s no such thing as fire insurance.
