For Example:
Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. (1 Corinthians 10:11-12, ESV)
I believe the best way we can learn in life is to learn from the examples that have been set before us. I am the second born of two boys. My brother is four years my elder and we could not be more different. One of the best things about being the younger brother is that it has afforded me the opportunity to learn from his life experiences- through observation and without any of the consequences. But sometimes I am just hardheaded and stubbornly refuse to learn from the examples of others until I suffer the same consequences.
Life lessons are primarily learned through experience, both experiential and observed. The Word of God is full of examples of life lessons. We are blessed with the ability to learn from the events and examples of both the righteous and the wicked, the surrendered and the rebellious, the proud and the humble. And we can learn these lessons from the examples set before us in Scripture. God allows us free will to make our own decisions in life. We may use this free will for righteousness or wickedness. Either way, God allows us to make our decisions and reap a reward or suffer loss. We freely decide to help others or to hurt others, to live for ourselves or for God, to give or take, to surrender or rebel, to learn and grow in the Lord or remain ignorant and stagnant. We decide to learn from the example that has been set by others, or to go through the same experiences ourselves and learn the hard way.
But it is never too late for us, or those around us, to learn. Even from our failures. Anything may be utilized by God as a teaching tool. Perhaps someone is watching you and learning from you. What kind of example are you? Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.
