Foul
Above all else, you must live in a way that brings honor to the good news about Christ. Then, whether I visit you or not, I will hear that all of you think alike. I will know that you are working together and that you are struggling side by side to get others to believe the good news. (Philippians 1:27, CEV)
	It seems that every time I watch a professional sporting event I see some of the finest athletes in the world violate the rules of play, draw a penalty by the official, and then offer a look of complete surprise to his teammates as he turns to argue with the official. It never fails, some of the most gifted athletes in the world act like school yard sissies when a referee calls their conduct “foul.” They know they did wrong. They know that they have just violated the rules that they have agreed to uphold, but they refuse to admit their own guilt. Consequently, respect for the athlete and for the sport he represents begins to diminish and they both begin to be known for poor conduct and lack of integrity. It is so difficult for the fallen man to take responsibility for his faults and failures. In our sinful state we do not like to be confronted with our sinfulness, inadequacies, or errors. Rather than correct our deficiencies, we struggle to justify ourselves of any wrongdoing. But struggle as we may, the fact remains: we are guilty.
We have committed multiple personal fouls, flagrant fouls even, and we are not done yet. As hard as we will try we will fail again. We will lose our temper and say something that we shouldn’t, or we will give into the temptation from some bent that we have and commit another sin that we detest. But when you sin don’t you dare turn your head and refuse blame. Don’t you look at your teammates in the eyes with surprise and say that you did nothing wrong. Don’t be the guy that argues with the official after everyone sees his flagrant foul in slow motion on the high-definition jumbotron. No one likes that guy and he gives his team a bad name.
We are human and we will continue to make mistakes, but when we do it is imperative that we immediately stop our offensive conduct, accept our guilt, and refuse to make excuses. Ask for forgiveness when you commit a foul and take steps towards bringing honor to our team. As Christians, we are working together for the cause of Christ. We are on the same team. Let’s work together to bring honor to the team and to the Gospel of Christ. Don’t be foul.
