Gentle Men
Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them. (Colossians 3:19, ESV)	
One day, when my son was very young, he and I were eating lunch at the kitchen table alone. He had raised his hand behind his head and was playing with the petals of a flower that was right behind him. After only a few seconds of handling the flower, all of the petals had fallen off. My son looked up at me and asked me to fix the flower. I told him I was unable to. He was very disappointed and asked why I could not fix it. “That’s the way God made flowers,” I said. “Just like a woman, they are very beautiful, but they are also very delicate.” My son asked me if the flower could ever be fixed- if the petals would ever grow back. I thought for a few seconds and smiled as I answered, “Yes, son. The flower can grow petals again, but it must be cared for and delicately nurtured. It will take time.”
Out of a five minute conversation with my six year old son, God taught me more about how to treat my wife and daughters than in all of my life thus far. Sometimes, we forget that women are much more delicate than men. When we handle the women in our lives with care and tenderness they will grow and show their true beauty, but if we are rough and harsh they can fall apart and may even become permanently damaged. So, handle your wife, your mother, your sister, and your daughter delicately and with care. Because you’re a gentle man.
