Good Dude
Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. (John 15:13, NIV)
I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. (John 10:11, ESV)
If your friend, Joe, pushed you off the train tracks, pulled you out of a burning car, or jumped on an I.E.D. (improvised explosive device) in Afghanistan, in order to save you when you were powerless to save yourself, you would probably call the news, television station, or post on social media, and tell your story to anyone and everyone that would listen. You would make sure than everyone knew Joe was a good dude and that he gave up his life to save you. You would honor him as a hero. You would think of him every time you crossed the train tracks, saw a fender bender, or heard explosions on the fourth of July. You would never be the same, because he gave up his life to save you. Everyone would think of Joe when they saw you. You would say, “Joe was a good dude!” and you would never miss out on an opportunity to brag about Joe. But, hasn’t that already happened to you?
Jesus Christ willingly endured a torturous gruesome death sentence on the Cross in order to save us. He died in our place and, three days later, He was resurrected, conquered sin and death, and He offers to bring us out of death and into eternal life with Him. He willingly bought our eternal souls with his blood and saved us from the judgment that our sins demand. But how many times do we brag about being the friend of God? How many times do we post on social media how we owe Him our life, or just sit back and marvel at the enormity of His great sacrifice for us- the fact that He would have died just for you, you alone, because of His goodness? That is something to marvel; that is something to brag about.
Let’s take the time to remember just exactly what Jesus did for us and give Him the recognition He deserves. You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:6-8, NIV) Don’t miss out on an opportunity to brag about Jesus and how He has saved you. He’s a good dude.
