Grace
Who can bring an accusation against God's elect? God is the One who justifies. Who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is the One who died, but even more, has been raised; He also is at the right hand of God and intercedes for us. (Romans 8:33-34, HCSB)
We describe many things as having “grace,” but definitions never do this word justice. It never gives enough weight to the true meaning. We use the five-letter word to characterize many things that don’t really amount to grace. We characterize our restraint from holding someone accountable to the full measure of accountability when they offend or wrong us, but that would be mercy. We say a gifted dancer or athlete is graceful, but that’s coordinated or athletic. People who have proper etiquette are said to be full of grace, but that’s considerate. So what does grace actually mean?
Christian theology will describe grace as, "the love and mercy given to us by God because God desires us to have it, not because of anything we have done to earn it; free and undeserved favor.” That sounds accurate, theologically, but it still does not convey the weightiness that a practical application of grace in our lives can. In his book, “The Grace Awakening” Charles Swindoll describes grace this way: “Let’s imagine you have a six-year-old son whom you love dearly. Tragically, one day you discover that your son was horribly murdered. After a lengthy search the investigators find the killer. You have a choice. If you used every means in your power to kill the murderer for his crime, that would be vengeance. If, however, you are content to sit back and let the legal authorities take over and execute on him what is proper- a fair trial, a verdict of guilty, capital punishment- that is justice. But if you should plead for the pardon of the murderer, forgive him completely, invite him into your home, and adopt him as your own son, that is grace.”6
There is no way I could ever do this but God does it every day. He sent His Son to Earth to seek and to save us, and we killed Him. You and I have brutally murdered the Son, yet He is the One that loves us, forgives us, and pleads for us. He is our mediator. The forgiveness that we receive was costly. It’s not cheap. It costs Jesus His everything. You don’t deserve it, but you have it if you ask for it. We murdered the Son of God, but there He stands calling us His friend. Not only forgiving us but pleading for us to the Father. That, my friend, is grace. And it truly is amazing. What more could we ask for?
