Growing Cold
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. (Hebrews 10:24-25, ESV)
	We all know people that say, “I don’t need to go to church to be a Christian.” I used to say that myself, but if we are to be an obedient Christian, you must (Hebrews 10:23-25). Obedience is not the only reason we gather, however. We gather to hear God’s Word preached accurately and truthfully. We gather to pray and to worship. We gather to fellowship. And we gather to bear each other’s burdens and build each other up (Galatians 6:1-2). Without these fundamentals of community, we will grow cold in our pursuit of Christ and in our relationships with others.
One Sunday, Martin Luther stepped to the podium and noticed a certain man was missing from the pew in which he had always sat. After three weeks absence the Luther became concerned for the man and decided to visit him. Later that evening, he stepped up to the open front door and cautiously walked into the man’s home. The man was sitting quietly, alone in front of his fireplace. Without saying a word, Luther walked over to the fireplace, grabbed the tongs, and pulled out a glowing red ember. He placed the glowing ember at the man’s feet, on the cold stone hearth in front of the fireplace. They both watched in silence as the ember slowly cooled until there was no warmth or color left. Without even looking his way the man said to Luther, “I understand. I will be there next Sunday.”
Don’t grow cold my friend.
