Growing or Dying?
He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully mature in Christ. (Colossians 1:28, NIV)
	Plants grow and plants die every. Season after season they absorb water and minerals from the ground in which they are planted and carbon dioxide and sunlight from the atmosphere in which they are surrounded. They take these elements from their environment and produce life-sustaining oxygen as a byproduct. This healthy environmental relationship is beneficial for the entire ecosystem, but if plants absorb the wrong nutrients their growth will be hindered and, in some cases, even die. 
If the environment is toxic, and if this plant absorbs this toxin, it will produce a toxic byproduct and poison the surrounding vegetation. Similarly, our Christian walk will either grow or be hindered and possibly die due to the environment we place ourselves. The environmental conditions surrounding our lives will either enrich or poison us. If we are grounded in soil that is rich in nutrients and are refreshed with good clean water that flows from Jesus Christ, our spiritual development will flourish. But if our environment consists of filthy oil-soaked dirt, bitter water, and weeds that choke out life, we are polluting ourselves and our environment.
We cannot fill our minds and our lives with filth and then expect to grow. We cannot listen to gossip and trash-talk, watch pornography and violence, surround ourselves with ungodly people and join in that behavior, and then expect our lives to flourish. It is a poor example of Christianity and it is the kind of poisonous environment that will infect those around us. The end result is not only our own spiritual pollution, but the poisoning of our sons and daughters, wives, friends, and coworkers. What are you feeding your family? Are they growing or dying?
