Homecoming
Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his faithful servants. (Psalm 116:15, NIV)
What do you think of when you think of death? Do you fear death and avoid speaking or thinking about it? Is death as an existential inevitability to be blindly met in numbness or should it be boldly welcomed? Maybe death will come to you from sickness, disease, a tragic car accident, natural disaster, or perhaps you will peacefully die in your sleep from old age. Regardless of the circumstances, we all will eventually die in this life as a result of sin (Romans 5:12).
For a non-Christian, death is usually feared and met with a sense of defeated hopelessness. But a Christian has a much different outlook on death. You see, our outlook on death changes when we give our lives to Christ. In essence, we have already died. We have given our life to Christ, put to death our old self and have been baptized into a new life (Romans 6:4, Colossians 2:12) as a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17). God looks at our death here on earth as a homecoming. For Christians, our death means that we finally get to be with Jesus in His perfect presence. No sickness or disease, no addictions, no hate, no murder, no jealousy, no greed, no tears, no pain, no envy, no betrayal, no sin, and no death. Only the perfect presence of God.
While our time here on Earth has been marked with so much pain and grief, Jesus has patiently been waiting for us to have a relationship with Him, learn from Him, bring others to Him, walk with Him, and finally come home and rest in Him. That is when your job here is done and you are rewarded. That is when He throws a party for you- just for you. It is that perfect day that you are the guest of honor at the special banquet that has been thrown specifically for your arrival. It is when you are finally home in the arms of Jesus Christ, your Savior, and when you hear the words, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master. (Matthew 25:23, ESV) 
When our loved ones who know Christ die in this life, let us not morn but celebrate! Let us celebrate as our brothers and sisters enter into the joy of their Master. Let’s celebrate a Christian’s homecoming!
