Hypocrites
Jesus replied, “You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you, for he wrote, ‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship is a farce, for they teach man-made ideas as commands from God.’ For you ignore God’s law and substitute your own tradition.” (Mark 7:6-8, NLT)
The word “hypocrite” has been widely misunderstood and misused, however, we can learn much from the Gospel According to Mark 7:1-23 when Jesus specifically addresses the Pharisees and their hypocrisy.
Hypocrites point the finger others- they are judgmental fault finders, eager to find faults in others but never in themselves. The Pharisees wanted to find fault in Jesus and His apostles and then accuse (judge) them from their own sense of self-righteousness. It is important to understand what is meant by the word judge in this context. It means something very different than the way in which it is often used today. In Matthew 7, for example, Jesus does tell us not to “judge,” but He does not say we are never to discern truth from error or neglect correcting others. In fact, we are given specific instructions in both of those situations (Matt 7:15-23, 18:15-17). Jesus was addressing the self-righteous condemnation of others with no regard for one’s own faults and flaws. “Judge not” can more accurately be translated as “do not constantly be condemning others out of self-righteousness.” Jesus tells us first remove your plank and then help your brother remove his speck (Matt 7:1-5) - make sure you’re not doing the same thing you are correcting in others, and when you correct others, do it with a gentle and loving spirit (Matt 18:15-17, Gal 6:1-15).
Hypocrites are also fakes- they don’t practice what they preach (Matt 23:3). Jesus said the Pharisees “honored me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me… their worship is a farce.” Quite simply: the inside doesn’t match the outside. They wear a mask. Interestingly, “hypocrite” is the name used for Greek actors on a stage- a person playing a part. Greek actors used to carry around different masks on stage. They would remove one mask and replace it with another, depending on the part they needed to play, and in order to impress the audience. Everything hypocrites do is for show, to impress others (Matt 23:5-7). 
Please understand, failing to live a perfect life does not mean you are a hypocrite. Living a perfect life is impossible! That’s why God had to do it for us! The Holy Spirit does live within Christians and empowers us to live a righteous life, but we will fail repeatedly in this life. That’s why forgiveness is necessary. Our failures to overcome our sins are not what make us hypocrites; having an unrepentant, self-righteous, judgmental, and fake heart does. If you have been playing a part, self-righteously condemning others and wearing a mask, take it off. You’ll never know complete and unconditional acceptance if you never allow people to see who you really are. Stop pretending and open your heart to Jesus Christ; don’t be a hypocrite.
