Immanuel
She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: "Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel" (which means, God with us). (Matthew 1:21-23, ESV)
What does Immanuel have to do with Christmas? To answer this question we must go all the way back to the beginning. When God created the world He created it perfectly, exactly the way He wanted it. We lived in God’s presence perfectly and without sin. He wanted to be intimately close “with us.” He made us to fellowship with Him- to hang out with Him all the time. God literally walked in the garden with Adam and Eve, and for a time we actually did share a very deep personal relationship with God…until we sinned. That’s when we separated ourselves from God and placed a permanent and impenetrable barrier between ourselves and God. That’s also why we feel so distant from God when we sin- when we choose sin over surrender- we separated ourselves from God. God never left us, we left Him.
So, as a direct result of our sin and our separation we became enemies of God. We introduced sin into the perfect human race and the perfect world that He created. That’s why we have anger, pride, greed, and murder. That’s why we have earthquakes, floods, and tsunamis. That’s why we have birth defects, diseases, and death. Our sin separated us from God, and it made us enemies of God (Colossians 1:21, Romans 5:10). 
Furthermore, as a result of Adam and Eve’s rebellion, God banished them from the perfect paradise of Eden. Then, He began His long and painful redemptive work of the human race. This redemptive work is culminated in the person and work of Jesus Christ. It is through His birth, death, and resurrection that we are made right again with God. Jesus breaks that sin barrier that we put between ourselves and God, He buys us with His death on the cross, He gives us the Holy Spirit to live inside of us, and He brings us back into that close intimate friendship. For God in all His fullness was pleased to live in Christ, and through Him God reconciled everything to Himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross. This includes you who were once far away from God. You were His enemies, separated from Him by your evil thoughts and actions. Yet now He has reconciled you to Himself through the death of Christ in His physical body. As a result, He has brought you into His own presence, and you are holy and blameless as you stand before Him without a single fault. (Colossians 1:19-22, NLT)
You see, it is through Jesus Christ that God is “with us” again. What does Immanuel have to do with Christmas? Everything. It means Jesus. It means God is with us.
