Immunized
I pray that out of His glorious riches He may strengthen you with power through His spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge- that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.                            (Ephesians 3:16-19, NIV)
	We have immunizations for just about everything these days. The premise for receiving an immunization is to expose yourself to a small and regulated amount of disease so that your immune system has a pattern to design a defense against any future exposures. Immunizations build a defense against the disease by giving you that exact same disease, just not enough to catch the full effect. If we participate in “Christianity” but never fully grasp who Christ is, we are in danger of immunizing ourselves to the Gospel. Some people have just enough “Christianity” in them to prevent them from becoming Christian- they never get the full effect of Christ.
Perhaps they visit church on Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and an occasional Sunday service. Maybe they even go to a Bible study or men’s group every week. They shake hands, smile, sing songs, and politely listen to the pastor’s sermon, then go on their way, never having been fully exposed to Jesus Christ. They never open themselves up and receive the full measure of our Savior’s love into their hearts. This is a dangerous position to be in.
Because America had been founded on traditional Judeo-Christian values, the Gospel of Christ has been woven into the very fabric of America, but some people take Jesus in small doses. They get the pattern, idea, or the design of Christ but never get the full dose of Him. They are never exposed to the truth in its entirety, and they build up immunity to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, one booster shot at a time. Without an intense and powerful revelation of the passionate heart of Jesus, these immunized Christians will continue to be numb to the gentle persuasions of the Holy Spirit.
God uses us to show the sincere love of God, not a superficial façade of Christianity. We must be intentional and sincere about loving others the same way Jesus does. We must ensure that we take steps to expose every single person that we meet with the full measure of God’s grace and love. Do not simply go through the motions, be intentional about living your life for Christ. If we are not careful, we may be immunizing the very people we are to love.
