Influences
Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” (1 Corinthians 15:33, ESV)
	Have you ever seen a puddle of water suddenly become contaminated with just one little drop of engine oil? In an instant, the tiniest drop of oil flashes across the entire surface of the water in a colorful array of swirls. The water has now become toxic and unhealthy, all because of one drop of oil- one toxic influence- that was allowed to spread. A Christian must be careful about the influences in his life. We must constantly be taking inventory of what environmental influences, relational influences, and cultural influences we allow. To be sure, these influences will impact our walk.
We need to be careful not to “judge” people (to condemn someone out of self-righteous hypocrisy), but we are also charged with surrounding ourselves with God-fearing and righteous influences. We are supposed to be in fellowship with the children of God, not with the world; to be in this world, but not a part of it (Romans 12:2, 1 John 2:15-17).
This is not to say that Christians cannot have non-Christian friends, so as to deprive them of a godly influence in their life, but we must ensure that the godly are the influential and not the influenced. Scripture says, "A little yeast works through the whole batch of dough.” (Galatians 5:9, NIV) If we spend more time around people who would rather live for themselves than for God how can we expect to get closer to God? You see, if we allow ourselves to develop close personal relationships with improper influences, we will be the ones influenced, not them. Ask yourself if the company that you keep seek first the kingdom of God. Take inventory of the things and people that influence your life and, if necessary, make changes.
