Inside and Out
But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7, ESV)
	One Sunday morning a boy accompanied his family to church. The Pastor stepped toward the pulpit and the congregation slowly began to take their seats. Soon, everyone was seated in their pews except the little boy. The boy’s mother gently instructed the boy to sit, but he just shook his head in disobedience. The mother repeated herself, but the boy shook his head again, this time with a deep scowl on his face and crossing his arms in defiance. The mother repeated herself for the last time, much more sternly, and promised a spanking if he disobeyed again. The boy finally sat down in the pew but angrily announced, “I may be sitting down on the outside but I’m standing up on the inside!”
We cannot fool God. He knows us from the inside out. He knows if we are standing up or sitting down on the inside. He knows what is in our hearts, our minds, and our actions. “I the LORD search the heart and test the mind, to give every man according to his ways, according to the fruit of his deeds.” (Jeremiah 17:10, ESV) He knows whether we do things out of obligation or out of joy and thanksgiving. He knows every dirty little secret and terrible thing that we have done, but He still loves us. God calls to us and is ready to embrace us and forgive us, but that requires a changed heart (repentance). It requires a heart that wants to sit when we are asked to sit and stand when we are asked to stand. It requires a heart that wants to obey because it’s the right thing to do and because we want to make our Heavenly Father proud.
God owns everything that has ever been created, except for the heart of a man- a man’s will- and He gave us the deed of ownership to that. His glorious victory has never been about intervening and restricting man’s free will or forcing man to complete a long list of tasks. Neither is God’s victory produced from the fear of a spanking or timeout. God’s victory is in changing the desire of a man’s heart, from the inside out. That’s the miracle.
