It’s On Me
“I swear by myself, declares the Lord, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.” (Genesis 22:16-18, NIV)
	In the ancient days of	the patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob) a promise was a pledge, or solemn oath, made between two or more people. This promise was a commitment that was unchangeable and unbreakable until it was either fulfilled or one or more parties died. This promise also carried with it a sacrifice, the “cutting” of the sacrifice, and a curse, especially for one of great importance and value. The participant(s) would split the sacrifice in two and walk through the blood together as a way of declaring, “Let what has been done to this animal be done to the one that breaks this covenant.” This was called “cutting a covenant” and it is a very big deal.
God made a covenant with Abraham to bless the entire world through his descends (Genesis 12) and to give them a vast stretch of land from Egypt all the way to the Euphrates River (Genesis 15:18-21). For this covenant, God instructed Abraham to bring Him a three-year-old heifer, female goat, and ram, a turtledove and a pigeon. Abraham killed the animals and split the heifer, goat, and ram down the middle and set the halves opposite each other before falling asleep. When the sun went down, Abraham woke up to see God, in the form of a smoking firepot (or oven) and a flaming torch, passing between the sacrificed animals all by Himself. He went through the spilled blood and bore the entirety of the covenant alone- the pledge, the sacrifice, and the curse. This event telegraphed God’s own spilled blood and sacrifice in order to bless the entire world through His curse on a tree.
In Genesis 22, God again, uses Abraham to illustrate His redemption story for all of mankind. God tells Abraham to sacrifice “his only son, Isaac, whom he loves” on Mt. Moriah, the very mountain many scholars believe that God’s own Son would be sacrificed and where the Temple of God would be built. God spared Isaac and provided a substitutional sacrifice. Abraham then named that place, Yahweh-Yireh, which means “the Lord will provide.” The significance of these events cannot be overstated.
You see, God made a covenant with Abraham to bless the entire world through his descendants and then He died to fulfill it. He alone bore the pledge, the sacrifice, and the curse, but gave away the blessing. He sacrificed His own Son, killed Him and hung Him on a cross, and gave away the blessing to you and me. That’s how much God loves us: He sacrificed His only Son, Jesus, whom He loves, for us. He “cut a covenant” and said, “It’s on Me.”e said, “It’s on Me.”
