Jelly Donut
The woman named Folly is brash. She is ignorant and doesn’t know it. “Come with me” she urges the simple. Those who lack good judgment, she says, “Stolen water is refreshing; food eaten in secret tastes the best!” But little do they know that the dead are there. Her guests are in the depths of the grave. (Proverbs 9:13, 16-18, NLT)
Stolen bread tastes sweet, but it turns to gravel in the mouth. (Proverbs 20:7, NLT)
	Most men love the movie Full Metal Jacket and probably have it in their top five favorite movies of all time. If you are unfamiliar, the movie begins with a squad of new recruits joining the United States Marine Corps and follows them through boot camp and into the Vietnam War. While in boot camp, the Drill Sergeant renames one of the recruits Gomer Pile because of his inability to understand and follow simple instructions. On one occasion, Private Pile violated the rules of the barracks by stealing a jelly donut from the mess hall and hid it in his footlocker. The Drill Sergeant finds the donut and makes Gomer Pile eat it while the entire company does pushups to pay for his rule violation. I strongly doubt that jelly donut tasted very good under those shameful conditions.
	Our sins have already been paid for by Jesus Christ, but that doesn’t make them any less shameful. The next time we feel like willfully sinning and doing things our own way- acting on our sinful impulses in deliberate rebellion- we should think about the shame our sin will make us feel. We should think about how we must look in the commission of our sin: like a big fat Gomer Pile standing there eating that jelly donut while Someone else pays the price for it. Doesn’t taste that good now, does it?
