Joy2
The tongue that brings healing is a tree of life, but a deceitful tongue crushes the spirit. (Proverbs 15:4, NIV)
A man finds joy in giving an apt reply- and how good is a timely word! (Proverbs 15:23, NIV)
	Sometimes we are completely surrounded by negative people (or we ourselves are the negative people). Even if the sun is out and the birds are chirping they will find something negative or hurtful to say. They are the people that may win the lottery and turn right around and complain about the taxes that are to be taken out of their winnings. But Christians are not to be this way.
	There will always be something negative to say and something to complain about if that is what you are expecting, but we need to be sharing the love of Christ with the world. We must expect opportunities to bring healing words not hurting words. We must expect to encourage others and build them up when the world discourages them and tears them down.
	Something else amazing happens when you encourage someone. “A man finds joy in giving an apt reply,” (Proverbs 15:23, NIV). When you place your hand on someone’s shoulder and encourage them, not only do they feel better and more confident, but you do as well. When you bring others a feeling of encouragement and joy it multiplies and spreads to you. The joy of the Lord can change everything about your day- if you share it. Because, “The tongue that brings healing is a tree of life.” (Proverbs 15:4, NIV).
