Judging
Do not judge, or you too will be judged. (Matthew 7:1, NIV)
	The words “don’t judge” are said a lot these days, but more often than not, people misuse this passage of Scripture. They take this verse completely out of context to curb any attempt of accountability for sinful and immoral behavior. Unfortunately, some Christians are either unable or unwilling to explain this text. Unable due to ignorance, unwilling due to cowardice. Ignorance is easy to explain, they don’t care to know so they don’t know. Cowardice, however, is usually out of fear of offending. But, why is speaking the truth so offensive? If we are doing what is right, why would we be offended by truth? The offense that is felt is most likely not what you are saying but rather what the Holy Spirit is saying. It is He that convicts Christians and non-Christians alike of sin and guilt. And it is sin, or rather exposing sinfulness to the light that is what offends.
Now, instead of assuming what Scripture says, let’s read what it actually says about “judging.” “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.” (Matthew 7:1-5, NIV) Clearly, the intent is not only to discern right from wrong, but to ensure that you are not doing the same thing. Remember, the speck and plank are both the same material- the same sin.
Additionally, the word “judge” has been massively misrepresented. “Judge not” is better translated “condemn not continually.” It means don’t be condemning people out of self-righteousness. Christ does not tell us to be silent in the face of sin. In fact, Jesus says the opposite: “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.” (Matthew 18:15-17, NIV) Paul reiterates this to the church at Corinth when one of them had been sleeping with his father’s wife (1Corinthians 5:1-5)! Paul tells the church to “put him out of fellowship” and to “hand this man over to Satan,” because he had already “judged” this Corinthian. However, accept him back if he repents and changes his ways.
The words of Jesus are pretty clear when we read them in their entirety. We must never condone what God’s Word clearly condemns, and we are to occasionally correct our brothers and sisters. But when correcting we must do it in love and with the right intent. We all need some correcting from time to time and we must do it with patience, understanding, love and compassion. But, before you even think about correcting someone else you must first ensure that you are not doing the same thing.
