Junk Drawer
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. (Psalm 51:2-3, ESV)
	I have this drawer in my kitchen that has become absolutely useless. It is where I keep all kinds of useless stuff that I hate but just cannot bring myself to throw away. I call it, “The Junk Drawer.” I dread opening up my junk drawer and looking at all that clutter because it is filled to the brim with broken pens and pencils, markers and crayons, a few flattened coins from Sea World or the Zoo, half of a deck of cards, a few poker chips, broken rubber bands, and dead batteries. There are keys and remote controls that go nowhere and even prize tickets and coins from Chuck E Cheese’s. If you can think of it, I probably have it in my junk drawer, and it’s all just garbage.
Without even consciously trying, I have filled up that drawer with things that have been broken and that are out of place. These things have no purpose in my life. They take up space in my drawer that could instead be filled with things of value, things with meaning, and things that have a definite purpose. By refusing to throw away all of the worthless junk in my drawer I am also refusing to replace them with things that are actually valuable. I’m choosing to hold onto my garbage.
Every day of our lives we open that junk drawer of our hearts. We make choices that decide what we retain and what we throw away. We all probably have a bunch of useless stuff in that old junk drawer of our heart that we hold onto for no good reason. In times of reflection, study, prayer, and worship, we open the drawer of our hearts and decide what we are willing to part with and what we just won’t throw away. What are you keeping in your junk drawer? You may be keeping the unforgiven resentment, anger, addictions, hurt, envy, or depression stuck in that drawer. You hate it. It’s useless. There is no value in it. But you choose to keep it clogged with junk for some reason. The next time you open up that junk drawer, make some room. Choose to get rid of some junk so that the LORD may place things of value in that drawer of your heart. 
