Kindness
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. (Colossians 3:12, NIV)
	Some time ago, I was speaking to a friend of mine about relationships and how they dramatically impact us as individuals. We were discussing communication and how much of a part it plays in our interpersonal skills, perception, and reception. Then he said something profound that I thought about at length. It was, in-fact, a turning point in my studies of human relationships. He said, “You know, the biggest lie about relationship conflict is that there is always an assumption that communication must be lacking. Every book out there says that communication is the key to a successful relationship, but that just is not true. It’s kindness.” He is so right!
	Our example in everything is Jesus Christ. Jesus was kind when dealing with every person He encountered, with the exception of those that had been entrusted with God’s Word and Temple- those that were to teach and shepherd God’s people but were selfishly misrepresenting God (Pharisees, Sadducees, scribes, scholars, and priests etc.). To the sinners, outcasts, rejects, and helpless, Jesus was kind, gentle, and compassionate. Even when ridiculed, mocked, beaten, tortured, and crucified, Jesus was kind. Even to those that had rejected Him and who were torturing and murdering Him, Jesus’ kindness poured out.
To those that had been selfishly misrepresenting and disregarding God’s clear commands in order to gain money and power, Jesus had some very unkind words to say. He called these people, “den of thieves,” “brood of vipers,” and “hypocrites.” Jesus even kicked out everyone doing business within the Temple, on two separate occasions! In John 2:14-15, Jesus braids a whip and turns over money changing tables. Three years later, Jesus returned to the Temple on Palm Sunday and “overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. He said to them, 'It is written, "My house shall be called a house of prayer," but you make it a den of robbers” (Matthew 21:12-13, NIV). It was out of Jesus’ zeal for God’s Word, respect for His Temple, and His immeasurable kindness to the people, that He spoke these harsh words. (Psalm 69:9, NIV, Psalm 119:139, John 2:17, NIV) His harsh behavior towards these religious leaders was actually a kindness to the people who were being taken advantage of.
We can be the best communicators in the world and speak with eloquence all day long, but if we are unkind, we are probably just being a jerk. I know that most times when I am unkind it tends to come from my own selfishness, greed, or bruised ego. Perhaps if we reminded ourselves that we are God’s chosen people and consistently look to Jesus’ actions and attitude as our daily example, we may clothe ourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Maybe in the middle of arguments, disagreements, or even ridicule, we may show kindness, because Jesus did.
