Leave Me Alone
The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. And people came to see what it was that had happened. And those who had seen it described to them what had happened to the demon-possessed man and to the pigs. And they began to beg Jesus to depart from their region. (Mark 5:14, 16-17, ESV)
In the fifth chapter of the Gospel of Mark, we read that Jesus had just stepped out of a boat and set foot in the country of Gerasenes. He and the disciples met a demon possessed man that had been living in a cemetery and had been wreaking havoc on the town. He lived among the tombs. And no one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain, for he had often been bound with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and he broke the shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to subdue him. Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was always crying out and cutting himself with stones. (Mark 5:3-5, ESV) Jesus cast out the demon and sent it into a herd of pigs. The pigs went crazy and drowned themselves. The formerly possessed man was sent on a mission of evangelism. 
The inhabitants of this town should have been overjoyed to see Jesus cast out this demon that had been such a disturbance, but they weren’t. Pigs, apparently, were a main source of economy to these people. They were more concerned with money than with Jesus- they loved swine more than the Savior. They pleaded to Jesus to leave them alone (Mark 5:17) and He answered their prayer. Jesus got back into the boat and left (Mark 5:18). He never returned.
We all want to be left alone sometimes, but if we continually push people away, they just may stop coming around us all together. We may even be ruining a golden opportunity for God to do something special around us. How many times have we unknowingly (or knowingly) let an inconvenience ruin the chance for God to do something special? Maybe we are valuing our swine over our Savior, or maybe we just get upset at anything changing the status quo. We could be missing out on the very hand of God moving in our lives and we may never have that chance again. Don’t push Jesus away. Let Him do the work He wants to do, or you may end up alone.
