Listen Up
Does not wisdom call out? Does not understanding raise her voice? At the highest point along the way, where the paths meet, she takes her stand; beside the gate leading into the city, at the entrance, she cries aloud: “To you, O people, I call out; I raise my voice to all mankind.” (Proverbs 8:1-4, NIV)
“Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other.” (Isaiah 45:22, ESV)
	I have lost a large sum of hearing due to continued exposure to audible dangers like aircraft engines, weapons discharge, and loud music. Even with safety equipment such as ear plugs and ear muffs my hearing continued to erode and lose their sensitivity to sound. Our spirit can be very similar to our ears in this regard. No matter how much protection we may think we have against danger, we may still be damaging the sensitivity of our spiritual ears by repeatedly placing ourselves in danger- remaining in a sinful lifestyle and by ignoring the warning signs that God places in front of us. In some cases, the damage could be irreversible.
In his classic work, The Pursuit of God, A.W. Tozer warns of this very thing. “This universal Voice of God was by the ancient Hebrews often called Wisdom, and was said to be everywhere sounding and searching throughout the earth, seeking some response from the sons of men. The eight chapter of the book of Proverbs begins, ‘Doth not wisdom cry? And understanding put forth her voice?’ The writer then pictures wisdom as a beautiful woman standing ‘in the top of the high places, by the way in the places of the paths.’ She sounds her voice from every quarter so that no one may miss hearing it. ‘Unto you, O men, I call; and my voice is to the sons of men.’ Then she pleads for the simple and the foolish to give ear to her words. It is a spiritual response for which she has always sought and is but rarely able to secure. The tragedy is that out eternal welfare depends upon our hearing, and we have trained our ears not to hear.” [1]
If you have been placing yourself in dangerous situations and you know the Holy Spirit is pleading for you to listen, then listen up. Make the decision to hear and be willing to change your heart when the Holy Spirit prompts you- when He calls attention to an area of your life that needs to be addressed. Listen to the Lord before you lose your hearing all together.
