Love Your Wife
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. (Ephesians 5:25-28, NIV)
It is amazing how often we hear disparaging comments about one’s spouse. Too many men say, or have said in the past, how miserable they are with their wife. I was no different. I had said some awful things about my wife before I surrendered my life to Christ. I complained about everything. I found fault everywhere I looked. And every single time I said something negative about my wife all I was really saying was, “My heart isn’t right with God and I’m looking for someone else to blame.”
How far man has come in our opinion of woman. Adam longed for a woman and was overjoyed when the LORD had made one for him. Then the man said, "This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” (Genesis 2:23, ESV) Adam said, “at last…!” He had longed for such a companion as woman, and God gave him the special gift of a lifelong partner- a helpmate- his wife. Do we men still have the longing for our women as Adam did?
The first thing that God did after creating the world was to establish the home. Let’s ask the question: are we Biblical husbands and fathers? The Bible says that we are to love our wives as Christ loves the church. Our goal is to bring them closer to Christ, sanctifying them and making them holy, not complaining about them. We are to sacrifice for them, “give ourselves up for them,” and not use them or abuse them. We are to be faithful to our wife and to love her, even at times when we feel like they aren’t all that lovable. Maybe we can remember our wife in the little things that we do so that we can make a big impact in their lives? We can remember those little things like a phone call from the office to see how she is doing, or to helping with the kids in the evening, doing the dishes after dinner, or just a hug and a word of encouragement.
When the Bible says that husbands are to love their wife, it doesn’t just mean sexual love, though it does mean that too. It means to love her in a thousand little ways. Sacrifice for her. Build her up. Find her fault-less not fault-filled. Love her in the same ways that Christ loves you. Love your wife.
