Loving Through the Fire
And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. (Ephesians 3:17-19, NIV)
	I want to tell you about a very special little girl named Grace. She is a very sweet girl with a beautiful soul but has a disfigured face. One day she went to school and was mocked ruthlessly by her school mates. This happened again and again, day after day, with cruel intent. The other kids pointed at her face and laughed at her, calling her some very hurtful names, breaking her little heart. This went on for weeks, until one day, while comforting Grace through her pain and drying her tears, her mother finally explained how she had become disfigured.
When Grace was just a baby the family’s home caught fire. Her mother woke up and saw the fire blazing through the house and jumped out of bed. She ran into the nursery, reached through the fire that had already engulfed the nursery, and pulled her little girl from the burning crib, saving her life. Through her own tears, the mother looked down at her daughter’s beautiful face and rolled up her sleeves, exposing her own scars. Her arms were badly disfigured, much worse than the daughter’s face, and they were extremely painful to the touch. By the time her mother was finished recounting the event, Grace had stopped crying. Her face was now adorned with a brilliant loving smile rather than tears. She looked up at her mother and said, “I’m not ashamed of my scars anymore mommy. Now, I am proud to show them to everyone because now I know how much you love me!”
I pray that we will understand more fully the love that Christ has for us. I pray that we will be able to see through our own painful scars and tears that this world has laid upon our faces and, instead, see the scars that Jesus still bear from saving us. I pray that we will more fully see the beauty that Jesus shows us in His ultimate sacrifice- the sacrifice that saved us from the flames and loved us through the fire.
