Making an Ishmael
So, after Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram's wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her servant, and gave her to Abram her husband as a wife. And he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, she looked with contempt on her mistress. And Sarai said to Abram, "May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my servant to your embrace, and when she saw that she had conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May the LORD judge between you and me!” (Genesis 16:3-5, ESV)
	Things never seem to go according to the way in which we envision them. Every single time we take matters into our own hands and do things on our own, rather that trust in God’s perfect planning and timing, we pay the price. Before the LORD had changed his name to Abraham, God had promised Abram a son. However, Abram grew tired of waiting on God’s timing. He lost patience in waiting for God’s promise and took matters into his own hands. Abram eventually had to pay a steep price for attempting to hurry along God’s plan for a child.
Abram had a son, Ishmael, with Hagar, the slave of his wife Sarai. Fourteen years later, Sarai, now Sarah, told Abram, now Abraham, to send Ishmael and Hagar away into the desert: But Sarah saw that the son whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham was mocking, and she said to Abraham, “Get rid of that slave woman and her son, for that woman’s son will never share in the inheritance with my son Isaac.” The matter distressed Abraham greatly because it concerned his son. (Genesis 21:9-11, NIV) What an awful position to find yourself. Sending your son out into the desert? Had he just waited and kept trusting the LORD Abraham may have been spared that heartbreak.
We cannot fathom God’s plans for our lives; how many people our lives may impact or how this perfectly weaved moment in time has been prepared for us before the creation of the world. Unfortunately, we are not permitted to know the details of circumstances in our life, but we do have God’s promise that it will end up being what is best for us (Romans 8:28). All that is required of us is to listen and obey in complete trust. Let us not force circumstances outside of God’s perfect timing; it will only end in heartbreak. Let us learn from the example of a father’s broken heart for his son and patiently wait on the LORD. Don’t make an Ishmael.
